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appointment, said: 'The matter has nothing to do
with Prussia. The Prussian Government has always
considered and treated the affair as one in which
Spain and the selected candidate are alone con-
cerned/ Similarly, the Prussian Under-Secretary for
foreign affairs, who had been present at the secret
conference four months before, said to the French
charge d'affaires: eThe Prussian Government is
absolutely ignorant of the matter: it does not exist
for them/ The King of Prussia, too, took up the
position, with entire honesty, that the business had
been a mere family concern with which, as King,
he had nothing to do.
The world was not deceived. Secret and sub-
terranean as had been the whole conspiracy, it was
universally felt that Bismarck was at the back of it,
and that Bismarck had for the fkst time been beatent-
Bismarck himself, of course, realised this fact more
vividly than anyone else, and he actually contemplated
an early resignation. France had, indeed, scored a
resounding diplomatic victory. A prudent French
ministry would have been more than content to let
the matter rest at that point. Nothing more was
needed. Bismarck, having ostentatiously asserted
that the HohenzoUern candidature was no concern
of the Prussian Government, could not display the
fiiry that raged in his heart at Leopold's withdrawal.
Gramont, however, was not content to let well
alone. He saw an opportunity to add to the blow
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